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Lord | = r 2 E. 


M 1 


HE world will not 2 arp d that 
the Author of theſe Diſcourſes ſhould 
be defirous of obtaining your Lordſhip's Pa- 
tronage, when the Subject of them is con- 
ſider d. And he hopes your Lordſhip will 
not be diſpleas d with his taking this firſt op- 
portunity of publicly declaring the high 
ee wil ks my Jon the- honour 
to wo | Yo EI. ; 


„ Your Toni e matt obliged. 


And moſt obedient Servant. 
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9 — of ern and 


- found in all thoſe parts of ine creation, 


corals which we e have any knowledge.; it maſt 


1 Ie y 
: 
> 


be confels'd, that the ent world, from the very 


F 


eisen and condition of it, abounds with miſery ; 
| of prudentiy availing ther 

of thoſe remedies which Nature has, in. pity, provided 
agair the  numberleſs evils. to which they are ne- 


- 


"which might be avoided. Conũidering alſo how man 
Gduſes'and accidents muſt needs have ariſen in the 
courſe of the world, capable of deſtroying that natural 
| equality which ſeems to have been intended between 
the ſeveral individuals of the ſame ſpecies ; be and 5 80 


* = 
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7 x 
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perverſeneſs, added to them numberleſs others 


. 
* 


elves | 


expos'd ; 1 — * by their own miſmanagement 


nit 


it 


1 65 2 5 
quently, how few can be found among them, bes 
welfare is not more or leſs dependent on the will, or 
humour, or Caprice « of others: confidering how much 
- eaſier it is in general to injure or obſtruct, than to 
improve or promote human happineſs ; — who can be- 
lieve that the great and common Parent of all would - 
have ſo little tenderneſs for his offspring, as to leave 
them in a world thus conſtituted, | without ſome better : 
defence and ſtronger ſecurity than that of Reaſon ? If 
this faculty. ſtood in need of as little culture and im- 
provernent, as the ſeveral appetites and inſtincts of our 1 
nature; or if, when moſt cultivated and improved, =. 
were found to act as uniformb 7 and operate as inya- - 
 riably as they do; — to purſue ve and embrace the f M 
pal truths preſented to it, with. the ſame readiuſt * Sf 
rtainty that they do the ' objeQts which are fuited 1 
19 it would have Tome right to thoſe ſounding 
titles, which the zeal of its admirers have beſtowed | 
upon it. But twould be ill truſting ta the rigid ſcruti- 
nies of fueh a principle, as thoſe who Polleſs. it in its f 
- preateſt perfection, are often much more famous for the 
Jaſtneſs of their concluſions, than for the tenderneſs 
and delicacy . of their perceptions, The cauſes of this 
may perhaps appear a8 we advance in our enquiries. 
At preſent it wilt be more pertinent to obſerve how ad- 
mirably both the accidental and the neceflary defects of 
Reason are ſupplied by the active, uniform, inſtinctive 
principle of Pity. For by giving to all men this prin- 
_ ciple, and 1 them in a ſtate of mutual dependency, 
God 


God hath plainly conſtituted em the gia tl $163 
| drr ec other's welfare ; hath made their own 
natural feelings and conſcious expectations, the rule 
and meaſure of their mutual dealings. This ſoft and 
tender affection is accordingly found ſo eſſential an in- 
gredient in the compoſition of our Mutute; that. che 
abſence or excluſion of it is termd inhumenity; a Word 
which carries with it the deepeſt diſprace and infamy. . 
| For it marks the oppofition, the violence, and even 

| ontrags' which” nature ofkere before Tt En take place: 
But if ſo, What can be the reaſon that the Püets ad 
Oritere und Divines of every age and'etuntry have en! 


ploy d all the powers of argument and eloquence, 0 


awaken the tender aſſections, nay, to keep then ive ? 
"The anfiver is, chat the refined” pleaſures annexed to 
ſich un emplo ment, is à ſufficient reaſbn for thielt 
chaſing it; and that all their att and labour might well 
have been ſpar d, in any other view, had Nature been 
left to her own generous impulſe, and virtuous emotions. 
But Wen once, under the notion of regulating and di- 
weeting⸗ men had leurnt to over-rule and tuppreſs them; 
when, inſtead of leading the pure curtent into its proper | 
| 3 had Senne to dry up the very ſource 
from whence it ſpring; — then it was that Tntereſt 


under the maſk of Reaſon, begark to diſpute: the claims 


of the wretched ; and that one inſtance of ill-placed 
_ pity, was teemi'd « an excuſe for'a hundted Acts of bare- 
fac d ctuelty, Intereſt” or pafflon may put men upon 

acts of this kind, and theſe acts by degrees may be 
1 | "Wn formd 


7 Bo. * 
form'd into babies: - RY twere well if certain, Nations; | 
among the moſt civiliz d, in other reſpects, were more 
ſenſible of this danger. The verieſt ſavages can hardly: 


equal them in the manner of puniſhing offenders againſt, 
religion, or the ſtate. Nor. i is, it any excuſe, to ſlay, 
that, for the ſafety of ſociety, actions muſt be puniſh d 


with a ſeverity proportion d to the guilt they carry; and 
that treaſon, joined with an intention or attempt to mur- 
ther, is one. of the moſt guilty that can be. For tho! 
all this be true, yet is any one fo. much a member; of 
the community, as to forget that he is a man? Or does 
ſound policy require, that the celeſtial Juſtice-ſhould be 


transform d into an infernal Fury, and employ d, in a 
Chriſtian country, in torturing malefactors by arts 


inventions, which. are truly, diabolical ? For tho = 
may forfeit their ;;to the; benefits, of ſociety, and 


0 


by infringing its laws, may eraſe to be a part of) the 


community; yet never can they forfeit all pretenſions to 
pity and benevolence, ae they can never ceaſe to be 
a part of the human f EC, fe POOR no end whatener 


1 


fl ſuch muſt 'the puniſhments. in queſtion for ever be 
believ d, unleſs it can be ſhown, that they have at leaſh 


as much efficacy, to prevent A as they cortaanly 
have 50. era W ene 20 21 
th +8 : 00 . Fut r N 8 lo 

pr errours. 2 corruptions in 4 "and govern» 
ment may account for theſe inſtances of national cruelty, 


fo thoſe of N wie e in particulars the 


| th 
Ka 


— 


ſame 


49 a. 
© fame barbarous ſpirit. But ſuppoſing ſuch tempers could 2 

xof be accounted for, yet who would argue from the 
natural, or acquir'd hardneſs and inſenſibility of a few 
miſcreants, to the temper and texture of the whale 
ſpecies? A Nero, or à Caligula, are in reality not the W 
rule of nature, but the exception to it. We can as 
little judge from them of what was intended in the kind; ” 
as from a Meſſalina, or any other anomalous character = 
of the ſame caſt, of what was intended in the ſex. In n 
dite of any ſuch inſtances, which were they more comq : 
mon, 8 be leſs notic od, the verieſt caviller muſt | 
admit, unleſs he. is Seewen to combat conviction. 
that Benevolence and Pity are qualities as proper to the 
whole. ſpecies, as, Mea. and ate Lg eculiar 
to the one. e half 2 Fr. - 


| Tis true the, bite 3 ER, of > a world forms. 
but ill to accord with this favourable character of its. 
chief inhabitants; among whom there are abundantly - 
more. inſtances of corruption and miſery, than of inno- 
denee and bappineſß. But notwithſtanding theſe. un- | 
toward appeatrances, which ariſe from the very nature : 
of liberty and virtue, an exact and thorough enquiry | 
into, the, formation of the human mind would convince 
every. unprejudiced perſon, that all thoſe qualities, 
which are truly original and inherent, are: beneficial and | - 1 
falutary ;. and that ſuch as are of a contrary tendency, - _ 
are adventitjous and accidental. Much, y vou will ſay , I 
it ſignifies to the poor ſufferers, Whether the authors of 

their e ow d. their. cruel. diſpoſitions, to nature, to 


art, 


"F < is % 5 a 

. 4,4 as ads k 72 
» | 7” 0 lh 
» =! * / 7 we ©E%at- If 4.6 77 „3 „ 4 * 
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(8) : 

art, of to accid — than at firſt geht 70 
imagin'd. 15 it not of infinite conſequence to the 
world, and ought it not to be matter of ſome comfort to 
them, that, from the very conſtitution of the human 
mind, Cruelty f is inconſiſtent with its peace and tran- 
quility, and in ſome degree muſt ever carry with it its 
own puniſhment ? — that Pity, on the other hand, is as 
duty attended with that ſelf-approbation, and conſci- 


ouſneſs of deſert, which proves it to be the genuine and 
uniform tendency of pure, uncorrupted nature? For 


tho, for more reaſons than may be known to us, tis not 
inconfiſtent with God's natural government of the world 
to petmit one man to be the author or inſtrument of 
another's miſery ; yet every act by which innocence is 
injur'd, being done in open oppoſition to his will, as 
moral governour, and in direct violation of that law 
which he hath written on the hearts of his creatures ; 
Ei it ſurely is a matter of the utmoſt importance, that 
every ſuch act, while it expoſes the doer to his ven- 
geance, places the ſufferer under his more immediate 
patronage and protection. And this it muſt do, from 
the very nature of God, and his effential attributes. 
For to doubt of his Compaſſion, of which every man 
carries within his own breaſt the moſt evident proofs, 
would” be juſt as conſiſtent” with reaſon and common 
ſenſe, as to doubt of his power and intelligence, of 
which the univerſe contains ſuch numberleſs and unde- 
niable inſtances. ' When he was pleaſed to fix us in 
this place of trial, to render it the more ſupportable, 
he gare men ſocial and benevolent affections. And 

when 


His 80 Apoſtic to be pitiful, or e *. 
: bu. referring em to their own ſenſe and apprehenſion ;. 
to thoſe very feelings with which he has impreſs d, to 
thoſe very faculties with which he has endow'd, 
them. But fince every” age and country has produced 
monſters in à human form, WhO have Kifled thoſe 
feelings, and abuſed thoſe faculties to the injury and 
ruin of their fellow- creatures; ſuch an authoritative 


and direct declaration of his Will in this important par- 


ticular, Was highly needful to Invigorate” the / feeble 
efforts of nature and reaſon. As it muſt have been the 
object of every good: man's wiſh, ſo it was a freſh in- 
ſtance of that tranſcendent Pity, which had a con- 

demn'd world for its noble object. In conſequence of 
this declaration, thoſe ruthleſs and atrocious maxitns fo 
commonly practiſed heretofore by nations at war with: 
each other, are now ſcarce ever heard of. Much leſs 
do we hear of infants, openly. devoted to deſtruction by 
heir o parents, ſometimes from the blind impulſe 
of ſuperſtition, oftener from the mercenary motives of 
convenience, or the fooliſh prepoſſeſſions of fancy: 
of men, the daring, deliberate, remorſeleſs contrivers 
N en deſtruction, on almoſt any occaſion of dif- 


e eto ann Uiſtaſte : = of 


- 8 the Greeks and Romans the 8 of of puitiment bel lodged | 
in che hands of private perſons, the only meaſure of the i injury o offence,. 
as, the reſentment of the party injur d or offended. Nothing can be 
mow defiriRive of hamanity' and tenderneſs,.than the unlimited 2 


„ « 5 | 
dependents hh number, whoſe: limbs and. A 
were no longer ſound or ſafe, than their good. luck, or 
happy genius ſhould enable them to hit the taſte and 
gratify the humour of ſottiſh or tyrannical maſters: 
of ſtates, the moſt renown'd for their wiſe laws and ex- 
cellent inſtitutions, who. plac'd their higheſt entertaig- 
ment and diverſion in ſeeing the blood of their own ci- 
tizens wantonly ſpilt upon public ſtages, and the moſt 
valuable lives frequently ſacrific d to their criminal cu- 
rioſity. | Notwithſtanding/ the ſubtle arts which have 
been uſed by the fond admirers of antiquity to palliate 
and gloſs over theſe glaring inſtances of cruelty, by 
which its faireſt and brighteſt periods are thus ſadly 
ſullied and obſcured ; men of plain underſtandings will 
eaſily collect from them the ſtate of humanity before 
the Goſpel, and the wonderful improyements this Prin: . 
ow has received in conſequence of its OO ON ET 


Upon the acholas that the natural. eblantions to Pity 5 
are exceedingly ſtrengthened by Revelation : and that 
the direct proofs of Revelation derive additional force 
© _ and clearneſs from this implanted Affection; that the 
human Mind is form'd for thoſe excellent purpoſes 
which the Goſpel aims at; that, when ſeparately 
view'd, both have the marks of divine workmanſhip ſo 


of ſuch a paſſion, What then can we think of laws, which not only over- 
look'd and permitted, but approved and authoriſed its utmoſt irregularities | 
and exceſſes ? Among the numberleſs benefits we owe to Chriſtianity, this 
is one, that the exorbitant demands of private reſentment are now mode- 
792 18 the impartial decrees of public juſtice. 


* 


| ſtrong 


ch carries this appearance Kill — by its Paten 
conformity, and exact agreement with the other; by 
that light which it lende, by that teſtimony vhich it 
bears to it; e NN der- "as: they are 
Wee ThE 599111 FOR 20 s e en 


= on and oldest Pay ie, bo deten ths! miſeries of 
life. And from the N it well be Ang that the | 
end and Rr rteſ GO ap 
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c . CTR | 
interference hiek nuſt needs ariſe among ' perſons 
aſſembled and united for their enen 
curity; and, for the ſake of order and tranquillity, con- 
ſenting to be govei ed by the fame laws. Theſe indeed 
thay regulate and decide the more momentous e 
verſies about right und p wperty; but in thoſe w 
late to mere pleaſure and convenience, leſs important | 
indeed; but often not leſs violent than the other, every 
man muſt be left to his own feelings, and govern d by 
bis on diſcretion; Tis true that certain rules or modes 
of behaviour have been invented andapprov d, with a view 
to obviate tlie very inconveniences of which we are now 
ſpeaking. But in the firſt place, theſe rules muſt oſten be 
ineffectual, from their having no penalties to guard, or 
| 2 to enforee them. All men have not à ſenſe of 


Cc "ſhame, 


In the next 9 EE ache am within their 


ſphere of operation, they can be of no uſe any fatther 


chan they extend; and hey maſt, from the very natute 


of em he chiefſy confia d to thoſe: Who are fais d above 
the common level, and act in the higher characters. 
Politeneſs is, at beſt, but the virtue of a few; and is 


er but a borto d quality, ta nothing more unlike 


en athe e Gb love An 2005 
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But Courteſy, even in its | bn 3 
der d as a mere Civil accompliſhment, or artificial ex- 


cellence, is no part of our preſent enquiry. What the 


Apoſtle: means, and what, the; original wordt Jeqperts, 
is a quality common to all mankind'4; pure. ſen 
of nature, improv d into a moral. and Chriſtian prin- | 
ciple: A. deſire to pleaſe, and a diſpoſition to, be 
pleas d with, not only thoſe, who, may happen to be.of” 


our on colour or perſuaſion, but with, whom we have 


any intercourſe, commerce, or con A defire, 
which has not the leaſt affinity, which diſclaims all 
kindred, with that ſelfiſh and ſervile ſpirit. of compli- 
ance, or that practis'd: and inſipid complaiſance, which 
conſtitute the whole of good nature with ſome perſons: 
and which differs as widely from that paſſive approba- 
tion, that vague and indiſcriminate aſſent, which Os 
with others fas, the: ie a good manners. 


| Asindiſfecence i is. an 6 action of e apt, as 
Wb: 


1 wy 
| m l 0 b e bott the inte — oe 
between indifference and friendſhip ; being neither ca- 
le' of thoſe langaors and negfigtentes, which belong 
to the firſt;" nor fubʒect to thoſe e refe- 
retices! Wire included: in the Jaft; The obheck or 
it d che ende an comfore öfr an that coltte itt r we 
reach of its ee. 1 know it is afually ſwppes't 
that the ſocial virtues may ull be fefer d to benevoletice, 
and are included under it. But this notion, however 
generally it may have been reef d, "is hardly conſiſtert 
either with reaſon or experience. For furely à an ay 
de very friendly, and very benevolent, without being 
courteous; a natural ſhyneſs, and a rootet reſerye be. 
ing often blended with thoſe beſt of qualities: But 
chyneſs and reſerve, however teinper'd and -allevitted 
by a latent humanity; will fell differ from Courtely;/as 
much as they ds from a latent See of mn ee 
often moſt injuriouſſy e HC LOB gan d 
-109 bis col Avto. wane} att 3 x - 000991307 
1 I may be difficult to give a complete defeription of 
this truly atniable and ſocial affection- Wher fully un- 
folded and non ugh it erg enen, the fol · 
ere particulis, 919051 2603-62995 09 13: vtnt a 1 
” ng: 25 foil gte Nb { 18h 9015830109 zei ! 
An Habitat aridhrionts ſuch 8 i other men, 
as are any way amiable," or praiſe-worthy, with am en- 
deavour to make them appear to thè beſt advantage: 4 a 
fradineſs to excuſe or alleviate' their defects, join'd with 
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a happy or judicious manner of diſguifing i its own. ſupe- 
riority, ns of e the r Wong," is dag to vr 
1 485988 

Tis 1 true e that to poſes the quality i in * its higheſt 
ſtage of improvement, not only a good education, and 
great talents are preſuppos d, but likewiſe ſome natural 
delicacy of taſte and ſentiment. However, if all are not 
capable of pleaſing alike, all are alike capable of de- 
firing to pleaſe : ſo that any defect as to the power, 
may be amply made up by the evidence and force of 
the inclination : an inclination, which when it is ho- 
neſt, and fincere, muſt ever carry with it the ſtrongeſt 
merit, and the ſureſt ſucceſs. It extorts even from the 
worſt of men what little love and eſteem they are ca- 


pable of conceiving; and almoſt diſarms their hatred, 


when it is moſt furious. It removes or abates that envy 
and jealouſy, which are uſually provok'd, by ſuperiority, 
. or. eminence of almoſt every kind. It renders the want 
of ſuch advantages leſs ſenſible by ſecuring the avenues 


to eſteem. It ſoftens the ſeverity of Reaſon, and cor- 


rects the exorbitancy of Self- love. But theſe effects of 


it deſerve to be particularly examin d, and muſt there- 
fore be reſerv'd for ſome future occaſion. At preſent 
it is ſufficient to add, that if there was, no other rea- 
fon for cultivating that lovely temper, which delights in 
miniſtring to the ſatisfaction of all about us; the ne- 
 ceflity of it to our own happineſs ſhould be an argument, 
which nothing can reſiſt. For without this ſpirit, tho 
a man were as wiſe and as virtuous as Solomon. gr 


. 3 Socrates; 


(33). 


8 3 nay, tho all the great ——_ qualities boch 
of body and mind, which were ever ſhar d among the 
moſt illuſtrious of the ſons of men, were met and con- 
centred in him alone; — yet without Courteſy, he 
could never pleaſe; without pleaſing, he could never be 
belov'd ; and without being beloy'd, he could never be 


happy. 0 
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 dious, and ſequeſter d lie, it is far from be- 

ing favourable either to Pity or Courteſy. 

Where there are ſcarce any calamitous acci- 

* to agitate the mind, or any objects of diſtreſs to a 
attack the heart, the tender affections can have little or 

no exerciſe. This i is not the leaſt of thoſe bad effects 

which are owing to the happieft circumſtance of our 

happy ſituation. Nor will it be found at all more fayour. 

1 Courtefy, than it is to Compaſſion. That ſpirit : 

. emulation ſo ſerviceable to the growth of Learning, . 
ſtrikes at the very root of Civility: 4 ſpirit, which, for 
the fake of its advantages, deſerves to be cheriſh'd, bar, : 
on account of 1 its miſchiefs, demands to be reſtrain d. | 


een, 8 DOIN S 
This will be feen more y, as WE proceed to c 
| wer n uſes LI went (EGNOS of its. 
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Softening the ſeverity of Reaſon, 
And „ 
Scting the exorbitancy of Self-love. 


Whoever conſiders the temper and character of Rea- 
ſon, when it has long been intent on grave and impor- 
tant ſubjects, on deep reſearches, or abſtruſe ſpecula- 
tions, will find it to be that of reſerve and auſterity. 
Some degree of theſe qualities are obſervable in all ſtu- 
dious and contemplative men; and in many they prevail 
in ſo great a degree, as almoſt to alienate and eſtrange 
them from their own ſpecies. In that deep r retitement 

which is choſen for the purpoſes, of ſtudy, tis como 
to contract an unſociable humour, Which r never can de 
worne off; a ruſticity and roughneſs, which no o after- 
poliſh can get the better of. Never indeed can the uſe- 
fulneſs and importance of the ſeverer Studies be render'd 
problematical by any abuſes, or defects to which they 
may be liable, ſo long as it is poſſible to guard againſt 
them. But without ſome attention to this point, all 
that, is gain 'd on the fide of reaſon, will probably be loſt 
on that of ſentiment. Vet whoever ſhould reflect how 
much our own happineſs and that of others depends on 
the due cultivation of this latter principle, would ſee little 


. cauſe to triumph i in any intellectual acquiſitions which 


are made at the expence of it. Much leſs if he farther 
reflected, that right affections, tho they ſhould chance 
to be exerted in the purſuance of miſtaken notions, may 
be very meritorious: whereas the juſteſt notions with- 

0 out 


cChieyous palſion for atyr and tidicule, Which never 


(6 ) 
7 out! reste can 060 beriet 


jot the better. Fat from theſe Manſions ſacred to Set- | 
ence, for ever far be that Cynical-z ndicontemptuous{pi- 


rit, which delights in diſcovering and expoſing defects 
and blemiſhes 1 Farther ſtill be that wänton and mi- 


entertains' one part of ſociety; but at the expence of an 
other! But fartheſt of all be that polemic pride, which | 
combats, not with a view of conviction but of con 
queſt; and triumphs, but to inſult ! Wherever Lern- 
ing takes this dangerous direction, the want of it would 
have been a bleſſing. But it muſt be confſeſsd, and 
ought to be lamented, that, without the leaſt tincture 
of theſe. odious qualities: nay, with many uſeful and e 
 cellent! endowments, tis common for perſdns tij e 
highly unacceptable merely from the want of that cor: 
teous, and obliging behaviour, which alone can giee 
them their true value. Tis the ſtrange deſtiny of ſuch 
perſons to be admir'd, reſpected; and Hand 
admir d and reſpected, for their-greatiptofiviency in vi 
tue and learning; and ſhunn'd, for their perfect igno- 
rance, or wilful neglect, of thoſe little regards and atten- 
tions, which as long as men have atiy remkins of fer 
ſibility, nothing can diſpenſe with. would be wremg 


1 to: ĩndulge the leaſt ſuſpicion that there is any natura 


enmity betwixt the Sciences and the races. Tho po- 
ſibility of their entire union and harinony is aut of all 


queſtion. But ſtill it will often happeng:ithiat/thevyery! 
en nes enable men to — 
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binder them from 8 in fo diet 


truth and accuracy, which guided them with fo ar 
ſucceſs in their philoſophical enquiries, by teaching 
them to, diſtruſt their own conceptions ; may greatly 


_ . miſlead them in their ſocial intercourſe, where too little 


deference to the unimportant, or even erroneous opini- 
ons of others, would be highly prejudicial. Much ac- 


cuſtom'd to reading and thinking, they are apt to ex- 
amine the conduct and principles of thoſe with whom 
they live and converſe, with the ſame ſcrupulous and 


ſevere impartiality that biſtory ſurveys the lives and ac- 
tions of men in paſt ages. Thoſe lofty ideas of moral 
perfection with which their minds were early poſſeſs d, 
are apt alſo to breed in them a want of indulgence for 


every thing, which appears to fall ſhort of it. Hence, 


even the honeſt indignation againſt vice, and the juſt 
contempt of folly, when nouriſn d and fed by reflection, 


will often grow intemperate, and ſometimes terminate 


in ſpleen and miſanthropy. Hence that paſſionate and 


ill-tim d regard for reaſon and juſtice, which refuſes to 


yield to the neceſſity of ſeeing men imperfect, and of 
making thoſe equitable allowatices, which, after all, 
the beſt and the wiſeſt could ill do without. But ſay 


chat any were exempt from failings, ſtill they would be 
under the ſame obligations to Courteſy, becauſe if they 
have any defire to be ſerviceable, they muſt ſubmit to 


be agreeable 3 and tis im poſſib e they ſhould ever be 
ſo, (unleſs from ſome ſtrange peculiarity of character) 


ee e with oforules'and ee of be- 
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Ide unch ia, that-xithons the-afliſtance dif Conn 
Wiſdom contracts ſuch a formidable mien, - and Virtue 
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ſuch a hoſtile appearance; that by the generality . 
of men, who, judge from appearances, what is moſt 
unlike them, will be thought moſt eligible. The ig- 
norant and the vicious know how to improve the ad? 
vantage, and draw over to their party, many who have 
no liking for their principles, by the ſkilful a 
that familiar and attractiye quality, which, as it never 
fails to brighten. the beſt. n, ſo it ſerves to ae 
dow and W . worſt. 
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ality, Reaſon, however active in the purſuit of 
ean never be ſucceſsful in the ener 

it; ſo neither can this Quality be. truſted; a moment 
er than it is under the direction 1d controul of Rea- 
ſon. This ſingle remark will ſpare us the trouble of re: 
| counting and excepting againſt the numberleſs baſe and 
arts which are employ d to Pleaſe, and which 


can be no more an 
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9Siates the mind antecedent to reflection, and eat 
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But ihe laſt 1 cheſs two' points is the moſt difficult to 


be compaſs'd, from the undue prevalence of Self- love, 
and of particular paſſions. And there is always ſome 
danger, leſt the very methods 'employ'd to reſtrain 
their impetuoſity, ſhould deſtroy their exiſtence. Tis 
with the mind of man, as with ſome delicate piece of 
mechaniſm; whoſe deviations and irregularities none but 
a maſter-hand ſhould preſume to correct. Before there- 
fore the ſelfiſh'principles have had time to take root, it 
is neceffary to cultivate with care and induſtry the con- 
trary affections. Tis certain that the growth of thoſe 
muſt be proportionably check d and retarded, as theſe 


advance in ſtrength and vigour. The zeal for truth and 
liberty, the ſenſe of honour! and diguity, the love of 


eſteem, the ſocial and ſympathetic ſpirit ; — all theſe 
qualities are as properly a part of our nature, as any of the 


_ inferiour appetites and paſſions. Vet ſo great and gene- 


ral is the prevalence of Self- love, that ſeveral. Writers 


ave reſolv'd' all human actions into the immediate or 


operation of this ſingle principle Phat ſuch 


eds dn are haſty and erroneous, will indeed appear | 


from applying them to the very Quality' we are 25 
conſidering. | - Courteſy, or th& defire to pleaſe, as 
es the value we ſet on the good opinion of oth 


7 


Vin entitle us to their favour: their favour maybe de- 
ful to us in vatious ways; and muſt be agreeable to us 


on all accounts: but neither is that contingency, or this 


certainty the neceſſury ground of the deſire, which often 


1 W 


(a). 


us, as it were, out of ourſelves by its own native PRs 
and energy. And this ſhews how able it is to oppoſe 
the encroachments of that Principle, which tho a right 
tendency as conſider d in the kind, is yet almoſt always 
ſo very faulty, as conſider d in the degree. To correct 
its exorbitancy, and reduce it to its juſt meaſure, no 
Quality can be fo proper, as that of Courteſy. 15 
conſtant attention to every art and method, which can 
be employ'd to render our own happineſs conſiſtent - 
with that of others; and to conciliate theſe two objects 
whenever they happen to. claſh, or be at variance; — N 
its readineſs to ſtrengthen and ſupport benevolence 
when weaken'd or over-borne by the violence of inter- 
fering affections; —— its carefulneſs, to hinder thoſe la- 
tent diſlikes and, antipathies, which are engender d by 
an oppoſition of intereſts, or a differen rence of tempers, 
from breaking ont into. open and avow'd enmities ; — 
its ſollicitude to make up for the want of thoſe efſential 5 
ſervices which, few. can perform, by thoſe, kind © ards, ; 
which are in every one 's diſpoſal; 5 —— all theſe proper- 
ties declare the nature of this Quality, and mult con- 
vince us that the heart which harbours ſuch a Gueſt, can 
never be poſſeſs'd by a mean and Vicious Seli-loye. And 
from hence we may further dit ſcoyer,, in what reſpects | 
Courteſy agrees, with. Benevolence, and i in What; it vaies 
from it. For as it is the peculiar excellence of the one, 
to, ſtudy to ſerve men, tho it cannot Kae them ; ſo 
n- 


the other as oe del lights in pleaſing, th .tho'jr Gos. 
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And now, may it not juſtly be matter of wonder, 
that of all the virtues belonging to the ſocial claſs, this 
only ſhould have been ſo little the ſubject of enquiry ? 
The truth is, the frequent abuſe of it among thoſe, to 
whom it is indebted for nothing but its name, ſeems ” 
have degraded it from its high rank as a moral excel- 
lence, and metamorphos d it into a mere Civil accom- 
pliſhment. Little notic'd, and leſs cultivated in any 
other view, it has rather been ſtudied as an art, than che- 
tiſhd as a principle, tho none can be more truly 
founded in nature, more approv'd by reaſon, or of 
higher uſe and value to ſociety. For tho it does not ap- 
pear in any other paſſage of Scripture, but this ſingle one 
of St. Peter, to be recommended under the form of an f 
inzunction, yet we haye ſeen that, conſidered in its own | 
nature, it has all the force of an obligation. In reality, 
what quality is there in the whole catalogue of natural 
excellences, the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of which is 
more apparent, or for the exerciſe of which there can be 
more frequent opportunities or occaſions ? Valour, ge- 
neroſity, clemency, virtues indeed of a higher luſtre, 
can belong to a few only, whom Providence ſeems to 
have ſingled out from the maſs of mankind, and deſtin d 
to be the inſtruments of its great deſigns. But there is 
no character in life from which this virtue is excluded. 
"= neceſſary to all, but eſpecially to thoſe, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it is to adviſe, or inſtruct. No one was more ſen- 
fible of this truth, * the great Apoſtle of the 
| Gentiles. 
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YAY With all bis 8 and i he knew 
tee vain it was to think of convincing the underſtand- if 
ings' of men deeply poſſeſs d with prejudice and falſe- 


hood, without firſt ſecuring an intereſt in their affect 0 


tions and good graces. This was the peculiar office. f 
Courteſy; and its effects in preparing the moſt unto ward 
diſpoſitions to receive the happy impreſſions of truth 

and religion, were never mote ſtrongly exemplifiet 

than in his inſtructions, and in thoſe of his divine 

Maſter. To withſtand the utmoſt force of evidenee 

and conviction, a little perverſeneſs might poſſibly ſul 
* fice. But brutal and atrocious muſt be the temper __ 


| thoſe, who could remain inſenſible to ſuch winning and | 


attractive graces, as attended the imanifeſtations.of divine 
power. When the tendereſt regards were added to the 
moſt important ſervices, and the deſire of pleaſing wem 

along with the power of doing good; Benevolenee und 
Courteſy, like aſſociates in command, each mafſterly 
and potent in itſelf, but ſtronger by its union with the 

other, acquir'd a n fa over the Henet and 


1 e 


* 


a Such are the inſtruments which truth employs to 
. eſtabliſh her authority, and ſuch is the nature of that 
dominion to which ſhe aſpires. Yet that Church, 
which pretends to be the only true one, inſtead of win- 


ning men over to its opinions by a © pitiful and Curler 


« teous,” forces its opinions upon them with a cruel and 
perſecuting * Were there nothing elſe to invalid ate 


its 85 


„this flagle de- | 


32 e this: Fin rule r Chtiſtianity, 


hould be ſufficient to drive from its communion every 
creature who will not ſubmit to renounce his reaſon, 
To little purpoſe do we read the Scriptures, if 


ſential to the Chriſtian character. To our 


due from us to the meaneſt of our fellow creatures. 
On the contrary, an habitual attention to pleaſe thoſe, 


who are not in a condition to make any returns; to 
merit their eſteem and approbation ; and to contribute 
to their happineſs in the leaſt inſtances, as well as in the 


greateſt; this Quality, whatever be its name, is of ſuch 
a nature, as will not oniy endear us to them, but to the 
——SWW ud hepa, „„ 
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we con- 
tinue ſtrangers to thoſe amiable qualities, which are 4 
great mis- 
fortune were we form'd for rational converſe and ſocial 
intercourſe, if at the great day of enquiry we are found 
wanting in any of thoſe offices, or regards, which are 
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